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 Insights on Defining Your Collection   

 
  

Ironia, NJ-January 26, 2010.   RCI’s Winter, 2010 Top 100 Insights offered 

insights to help today’s collector define their collection.  From proof, pattern and 

date collectors around the turn of the century to date, mint mark, variety and error 

collectors today, there are many ways to enjoy the hobby for both fun and profit. 

Never before has there been so much access to information about coins, 

whether it be found in reference books, specialty club publications, or the internet.  

Likewise, never before has there been so much access and ease in seeking out and 

finding coins for one’s collection.    Whether it be auctions, specialty club coin 

swaps, local or national coin shows or local dealer inventories, there’s something 

that every collector or investor could easily find to fulfill their objectives.  Perhaps 

the most important consideration in defining the way you collect is to try to enjoy 

the hobby and make the most of it.  

The general coin market continues to show weakness as a result of a weak 

U.S. economy.  Like the general coin market, prices for the more common Top 100 

varieties have also shown weakness.  However, select ultra rare die varieties, those 



rarity-7 coins that are published in the Top 100 and other silver dollar references in 

more desirable grades continue to show strength.  

VAM is an acronym for Leroy Van Allen and A. George Mallis who were 

first to catalog varieties of obverse and reverse dies, called die pairs, by a VAM 

number.  VAM numbers are given along with photographs of each in the 

Comprehensive Catalog and Encyclopedia of Morgan & Peace Dollars (4th Ed) 

normally referred to as the VAM book.  

       For further information, please contact Michael S. Fey, Ph.D., at  RCI,  

P.O. Box C, Ironia, NJ 07845 or call (973) 252-4000; FAX (973) 252-0481; E-Mail: 

Feyms@aol.com   Information on Top 100 pricing can be found in RCI’s quarterly 

newsletter, Top 100 Insights & Value Guide at http://www.rcicoins.com 
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