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Winter, 2006 Top 100 Insights 
 Welcome to the Revolution! 

 
  

Morris Plains, NJ-February 3, 2006.   The Winter, 2006 issue of Top 100 Insights 

and Value Guide discusses a bold prediction, “Welcome to the Revolution”, about die 

varieties made in its Top 100 book which was first published in 1997.  

 Detailed spreadsheet analyses, A Comparison of Top 100 Coins in Population 

Reports from August 1996 to January 2006, and A Comparison of  Select Top 100 

(Varieties) Coins in Population Reports to January 2006 was published and discussed.  

Comments, revised  rarity ratings, and insights into the relative rarity of Top 100 

varieties were provided by Michael S. Fey.  

   For the first time ever, ANACS grader John Roberts in a, “Reverse of 

Fortune”, provides images (courtesy of Peter Cabral of Steve Contursi, Rare Coin 

Wholesalers) of the mysterious 1878 7TF Rev ’79 Proof Only issue of VAM 215. 

 In a new 1878 8TF discovery, veteran VAM Master Leroy Van Allen 

published a new booklet, the “Morgan Dollar 8 & 7 Over 8 Tail Feather Story”.   The 

book challenges every notion that we ever had about these magnificent varieties.  It 

takes us to places we would have never dreamed possible without the incredible 



insights and copious photos by Mr. Van Allen to document his claims.  Mr. Van 

Allen can be reached by VAMS@bright.net for further information about ordering 

his booklet ($17 + $4 S&H).  It is highly recommended! 

 Mark Kimpton, M.D., published a new reference book titled “Elite Clashed 

Dies”.  This 147 page book offers hundreds of photographs, descriptions and, rarity 

estimates and values for a variety of new clashed Morgan dollar discoveries.  Who 

would have ever thought that an “O” mint mark would be found on the obverse of a 

Morgan silver dollar?  The spiral bound book will be available through RCI in a 

couple of weeks for $24.95 + $4 S&H.  The supply is limited, so please reserve your 

copy today!   Dr. Kimpton is destined to become the “Father of Clashed Morgan 

Dollars” with his new hit book.  

Record prices for the last quarter were discussed for numerous Top 100 

varieties.   Morgan dollar Ultra Rarities, high grade relatively common Top 100 

varieties in PCGS holders, and rare die varieties in any grade are bringing record 

prices in a hot Top 100 market. 

VAM is an acronym for Leroy Van Allen and A. George Mallis who were 

first to catalog varieties of obverse and reverse dies, called die pairs, by a VAM 

number.  VAM numbers are given along with photographs of each in the 

Comprehensive Catalog and Encyclopedia of Morgan & Peace Dollars (4th Ed)  

normally referred to as the VAM book.  

       For further information, please contact Michael S. Fey, Ph.D., at  RCI,  

P.O. Box 9157, Morris Plains, NJ 07590 or call (973) 252-4000; FAX (973) 252-0481; 



E-Mail: Feyms@aol.com   Information on Top 100 pricing can be found in RCI’s 

quarterly newsletter, Top 100 Insights & Value Guide at http://www.rcicoins.com 
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